Introduction to Physical Anthropology


Anthropology 200

<Quarter / Year>

Instructor:

Office Hours:   

Class Time and Location: (5 days per week classes meet for 48 mins per session, 2 days 
per week classes meet for 1hr and 48 mins per session)

Required Text:

Faculty Coordinator:
<Name, Office Location>

Introduction:   This course covers the topics of human evolution and modern human variation, focusing on humanity=s biological roots and modern appearance.  To understand our present physical and social condition, we must understand our evolutionary past.  We reconstruct this past utilizing data from the primate fossil record, as well as comparative evidence from modern monkeys and apes.  This is a science course based on evolutionary biology.  By the end of the quarter you should have a better understanding of where humans fit into the animal kingdom, as well as how characteristics that make humans unique may have evolved.

This course discusses the following topics: our place within the mammalian evolutionary lineage; evolutionary theory; human population genetics; behavior of monkeys and apes; human evolution; and modern human variation.  This is a survey course and many of the topics we will cover can be taken as individual courses.  For example; Anthropology 300/701.02 Human Evolution, Anthropology 640.01 Primate Behavior, Anthropology 301/701.01 Human Variation.  Additional courses include Anthropology 201 Prehistory, and Anthropology 202 Cultural Anthropology.  A full listing of courses is available in room 245 Lord Hall.

NOTE: 

Anthropology 200 helps satisfy the Natural Science GEC requirement.  Courses in natural sciences foster an understanding of the principles, theories, and methods of modern science, the relationship between science and technology, and the effects of science and technology on the environment.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THEIR NEEDS KNOWN TO THE INSTRUCTOR AS SOON AS THE QUARTER BEGINS, AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE FROM THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES 292-3307, PRIOR TO OR AT THE BEGINNING OF THE QUARTER.  I RELY ON THE OFFICE FOR DISABILITY SERVICES FOR ASSISTANCE IN VERIFYING THE NEED FOR ACCOMMODATIONS AND DEVELOPING ACCOMMODATION STRATEGIES.

-or-

Anyone who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability MUST contact me to arrange an appointment AS SOON AS THE QUARTER BEGINS. At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential adaptations to meet your needs. I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE FROM THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES 292-3307, PRIOR TO OR AT THE BEGINNING OF THE QUARTER. 

Class News &
htpp://anthropology.ohio-state.edu/news.htm

Cancellation Notices:In case of unexpected instructor absences the information will be posted on the above departmental website.  This site should be consulted in the event of inclement weather to check for possible class cancellations or delays.  Do not call the Department, check the website.

Academic Misconduct: All students should become familiar with the rules governing alleged academic misconduct.  All students should be familiar with what constitutes academic misconduct, especially as it applies to plagiarism and test taking.  Ignorance of the rules governing academic misconduct or ignorance of what constitutes academic misconduct is not an acceptable defense.  Alleged cases of academic misconduct are referred to the proper university commitees.

Course Requirements: There are 3 exams equally weighted, this includes the final.  Exams are not comprehensive.  All exams are multiple choice and are computer graded so remember to bring a #2 pencil.  Pencils are not provided.  The senior final is the same format as the class final scheduled during final exam week.  

Attendance is mandatory.  Some lecture material will not be in the text; it is important to attend class regularly to do well in the course.  If you miss a lecture, lecture notes will not be provided.  As a courtesy to the instructor and fellow students please be on time.[Be specific on what you will do if student does not show up for class. BE SURE THERE IS SOMETHING IN WRITING TO YOUR CLASS ON WHAT YOU WILL DO IF THEY FAIL TO ATTEND] Failure to attend class will adversely affect your grade…

Grading: Make-up exams will be at the instructor=s discretion.  If you miss an exam you have 24 hours to contact the instructor or the department.  Official documentation is required (doctor=s excuse, accident report, etc.) for make-ups.  All make-up exams will be essay and must be taken within 1 week after the exam.  Otherwise, the student will receive a A0" for that exam.  Exams are based on course lectures, the textbook, and films.  Refer to the course outline for the chapters and dates of the exams.  Anyone caught cheating will be reported to the Board of Academic Misconduct.  Please be on time to exams, late comers may not be admitted.  If you have any conflicts with the exam dates, see the instructor immediately.  Due to university policy grades cannot be given over the phone nor may exam scores be posted.  Please do not call the Anthropology office regarding grades, you must contact your instructor.

Final grades are based on a standardized distribution using the total number of points available for the course.  There is no extra credit, no extra work to make up a grade.  For a general guide to how you are doing in the class refer to the mean posted for each exam

Philosophy of Grading: We do not give grades; students earn their grades.  Your final grade is your responsibility.  The only legitimate reason to change a grade is if there was a mistake in grading.  Any questions about grading must be in writing and given to the instructor within the first week following the exam.  If necessary, they will be discussed with the faculty coordinator. 

Hours 


Topic Covered_________________________________________

1 Course Mechanics; Anthropology

2-3 Development of Evolutionary Theory

3
Biological Basis ( DNA, Cell Division

4-5 Principles of Heredity

6
Population Genetics

7 Human Variation - Simple

8
Human Variation – Complex

9-10 Human Adaptation/Adaptability


11
Human’s Place in the Animal Kingdom

12-13 Living Primates – Survey/Behavior

14
Survey Behavior, cont’d

15
Review

16
Exam

17 Film

19/19
Determining Evolutionary Relationships

20/21
Skeletal and dental anatomy

22/23
Fossil Dating Methods

24/25
Primate Evolution

26 Trends in Human Evolution– overview

27 Earliest Human Ancestors (7-4 MYA)

28/29
Australopithecus (4-2.5 MYA)

30 Robust Aust, H. habilis ( Divergence (2.5-1 MYA)

31 Review/Open

32 Exam



33
Film


34/35
H. erectus et. al.


36/37
Archaic Homo sapiens
38 Anatomically Modern Homo sapiens
39/40
Holocene Evolution (Agriculture, Health)

41 Demography of Modern World (Population, Reprod. Ecol)

42 Growth & Development

43 Modern Disease – Infection

44 Chronic Diseases/Senescence

45 Human Impact on Living World 

46 Open

47 Open

48 Future of Human Evolution

49 Film

50 Review/Open


The final exam is scheduled for: date, time, place
